
PARISH SOCIETY MEETING 
January 18, 2023 at 6:00 pm 

 
Approved Minutes  

 
Officers present: 
Lindsey Courtney, President  Judy German, Treasurer  Denise Awender, Secretary  
 
Members present: 
Tom Pioske   Jane Anderson   Lonnie Kuipers   
Toni Brummund   Brandon Bata   Alicia Bata 
Pete Awender   Mary Awender   Cathy Iverson 
 
The meeting was held at the St. Charles Social Center. A welcome was made to all returning and new attendees. 
Vice President Gabrielle Pioske was absent. Snacks were provided by Lindsey Courtney and Gabrielle Pioske. Our 
opening prayer was recited by the group. 
 
Secretary’s report 

• November’s minutes were available on the church’s website. Tom made a motion and Brandon 
seconded to approve the minutes as presented.  

Treasurer’s report   

• Judy provided copies of the November and December reports. As of 01/10/23, the current balance is 
$9,596.42. All of the checks have cleared up to this point.  

• Additional glassware was purchased which is included in the above amount. 
• The Parish Society’s funds have been transferred to the church’s accounting system (see New 

Business). 
• Tom made a motion and Toni seconded the Treasurer’s report. 

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 
     Funeral 

• There is an upcoming funeral this Friday for Bev Benda. 
     Special Meals 

• Preparations are being made for the Confirmation/First Eucharist and Sedar Meals     
     Kitchen 

• Tom provided examples and pricing on new knives, as this was a need at the Fall Dinner. There are 
only two rolling carts, thus it was proposed to purchase more. If we buy three, we can get the fourth 
free. The motion was made by Judy to purchase the knives and carts. This was seconded by Toni. All 
were in favor. Lindsey will present this to Father Tim. 

• It was also mentioned that the kitchen is in need of a hand mixer; however, this was tabled for now.  
      Bylaws 

• Draft of constitution and bylaws were given to members present and will be uploaded to the website. 
Feedback is requested by members with the goal of having a constitution and bylaws adapted at the 
next meeting. 

       Safety  
• No updates at this time 

     Liturgical  
• Purchase of an artificial tree was preapproved by Father Tim. Jane purchased a pre-lit 10’ tree and 

pre-lit garland in addition to silver/white décor and storage bags at 60% off. Brandon made a motion 



and Tom seconded tabling approval of these purchases until we could cover our financial situation 
under New Business. After that discussion, we revisited this. Denise made a motion and Judy 
seconded using the Parish Society’s funds for these purchases. All were in favor.  

     Sacristan 
• Cathy stated that there is still a need for more volunteers. 

 
Unfinished Business 
 
     Parish Announcements 

• The computer has been purchased and is being used for announcements. Judy will check with 
Computer Express to ensure that we do not owe on the laptop, as there was a miscommunication in 
the past with our purchase. 

• The Saturday night lectors have been turning the computer on. Alicia has been doing this on Sundays. 
     Sacramental gifts 

• For a possible Baptismal gift from the Parish Society, Lindsey brought a new Tupperware Noah’s Arc 
bath toy to show the group. Twelve of these could be purchased for $390. She also suggested a 
onesie with the current Sunday School t-shirt logo. For weddings, the group discussed ideas such as a 
devotional booklet, Ten Commandments or another sign, or a crucifix. The purchase of items was 
tabled until we could discuss our financial situation later in the meeting. The motion was made by 
Denise and seconded by Judy. 

•  When we returned to this, the motion was made to accept the Noah’s Arc toy and onesie purchases 
at this time. The motion was made by Jane and seconded by Toni. All were in favor. Denise 
volunteered to research some ideas for wedding couples which can be presented when we meet in 
February. 

     Immaculate Conception and National Night of Prayer for Life 
• Cindy was absent, but Lindsey said this was a success. There were many materials provided to assist 

in prayer. 
 
New business 
 
     Parish Society funds 

• The Diocesan Retreat was held at the church. As recommended by the diocese, Father Tim and the 
Parish Council voted to close the Parish Society’s account and have our funds go through the church’s 
accounting system called Parish Soft. These funds are kept in Fargo with access within 2-3 days. The 
funds currently accrue 5% interest. The Parish Society’s treasurer will be able to access the funds by 
contacting the diocese.  

• All line items in the church are balanced at $2500 at the end of the fiscal year. Lindsey talked to the 
speaker of the retreat and Father Tim, and it was agreed to let our money “sit” until the Parish 
Society could meet and make a recommendation with what to do with our surplus over that amount. 
The group had a discussion on how this is being handled. The suggestion was made to ask for a split 
of funds (line items) for kitchen related (such as special meals, funerals) versus non-kitchen related 
(ex: safety, liturgical) income/expenses. Another suggestion was made to ask for an increase from 
$2500 to a higher amount such as $3500. Brandon made a motion to table this until Lindsey can 
discuss the recommendations with Father Tim. Tom seconded it. All were in favor.  

• In the future, the Parish Society can make a recommendation at the end of the year as to where we 
would like the funds designated. These recommendations will have to be approved by the priest and 
possibly the Parish Council. 

• Regarding donations, Father Tim did not approve all donations that the Parish Society agreed upon at 
our December meeting. Those approved to be given include: Kedish House $100, State Hospital $200, 
Father Hasey Scholarship $100, Father McDonald Scholarship $100, Oakes Food Pantry $100, and 
Saint Gianna’s Maternity House $100 for a total of $700. Other presented donation ideas were tabled 
for now. 



• The group returned to the proposed purchases discussed earlier in the meeting and all were 
accepted. 

      Treasurer Position 
• Judy has been keeping our books after taking over the position for Claire German (who had fulfilled 

her time after many years of service). Judy wants to enjoy retirement and step back. The new 
treasurer will receive training on the Parish Soft program and be given access to the line item to give 
a monthly report of expenditures and profits. The treasurer will give receipts to Jane who will 
reimburse our line item. 

o Communication for Parish Society members will come forth for a reminder to give receipts 
to treasurer. 

o Additional information about providing itemized receipts from Millers (and all purchases) 
will also be given. 

• Lindsey opened up the floor for nominations. Brandon Bata was nominated and declined. Toni 
Brummund was nominated and accepted the nomination. All were in favor to accept Toni as the new 
Parish Society treasurer.  

     Reintroduction of coffee and rolls 
• The group discussed trying to schedule this monthly on the first Sunday when Father Tim is here. 

Volunteers are needed. 
     Winter taco and BINGO night 

• No action at this time. 
     Lenten Soup and Supper 

• Lindsey will talk to Father Tim, and this will be discussed at our February meeting. 
 
Next meeting 
 

• The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for February 8, so we can meet before Lent. The meeting 
was adjourned and the final prayer was recited by the members present. 


